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Task

Opendomain question answering using Wikipedia as the unique knowledge
source: the answer to any factoid question is a text span in a Wikipedia
article.
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System Overview

DrQA

1 Document Retriever, a module using bigram hashing and TF-IDF
matching designed to, given a question, efficiently return a subset of
relevant articles

2 Document Reader, a multi-layer recurrent neural network machine
comprehension model trained to detect answer spans in those few
returned documents.
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Document Retriever

Document Retriever is the first part of their full model, by setting it
to return 5 Wikipedia articles given any question. Those articles are
then processed by Document Reader.

Articles and questions are compared as TF-IDF weighted bag-of-word
vectors.

They further improve our system by taking local word order into
account with n-gram features.
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Document Reader

Given a question q consisting of l tokens {q1, · · · , ql} and a document or
a small set of documents of n paragraphs where a single paragraph p
consists of m tokens {p1, · · · , pm}, they develop an RNN model to predict
two ends of the answer span
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